Joseph M. VanCloostere’s
Life Many Years Ago
I was born June 1, 1874 near Queens Lake, Illinois, New Memphis
Post Office. I am the second son of Mr. And Mrs. Peter VanCloostere. I had
two brothers and two sisters.

Father and I left Queens Lake on February 25, 1886 by wagon. Mr. E.
Jokisch helped with his team and wagon as far as St. Louis. Mother, brother Ed,
sister Lena and brother Theodore came over by train. We came over driving three
cows, and one cow tied back of Mr. E. Jokisch’s wagon. Mr. J. Meyer and |
drove the three cows. We laid over in Belleville several hours. Mr. E. Jokisch
with his load and Mr. J. Meyer with the cows stayed at Mr. E. Verheyden’s house
in St. Louis. Father and I arrived in Clayton, February 26, 1886, p.m., at the
southeast corner of Henderson and North and South Road and moved into a long
frame house. Mr. Chas. Meyer lived in the west side and had a small butcher
shop. We moved into the east side. Chas. Meyer, Jr. was born the night we
arrived. The next day we went to Mr. Edw. Verheyden’s and got Mr. E. Jokisch’s
load and the cows.

The St. Joseph Church was being built at this time and we had to go to

St. Martin’s Church, Central, Bonhomme and Price Roads to attend mass
until September when St. Joseph Church was finished and dedicated. Father
Jackson was Pastor at St. Martin’s Church and moved to St. Joseph Church
at this time. In the winter brother Ed and I would start the fires in two large
cannon stoves and break the ice in the holy water stands so the people could
bless themselves. Father could have bought the corner we moved in for
$6.00 per foot.

There were only a few houses in Clayton at this time. The ones I

remember: Mr. Broadhead on the southeast corner of Henderson and



Coleman Avenues, later Mr. Broadhead was the first mayor of the city of
Clayton; Mr. Chas. Garrett lived on the southwest corner of Central and
Henderson, he was a deputy sheriff under Sheriff Allen (the sheriff’s and
collector’s offices were combined). In later years he was elected sheriff and
collector. The Autenrieth Hotel was on St. Ferdinand Avenue across from
the Courthouse; the “County Wachter” was on the west side of the
Autenrieth Hotel; the Heinze Building on the east; next was the Steinfeld
Building; next was a saloon; on the southeast corner of Central and St.
Ferdinand was a store building, but vacant, where Dr. Sudduth later opened
a drug store and doctor’s office. On Central Avenue between St. Ferdinand
and Carondelet was a store building. Mr. Darien lived in it. He was a one-
arm man and later carried the mail from Clayton Post Office to Rock Island
Railway Depot. On the southwest corner of St. Ferdinand and North and
South Road was a two story building with two stores; Chomeau and
Dosenbach title office on the south side; about 1890 Mr. Autenrieth, Mr.
Greensfelder and others organized the St. Louis County Bank and occupied
the north side of the building. Mr. Warfield was cashier and Mrs. Warfield,
bookkeeper. On the northwest corner of North and South Road and St.
Ferdinand was a large hole. Gutman’s store is there now. On the northwest
corner of North and South Road and Carondelet was a store building and
warehouse. Someone was living in the store. Later Mr. H. P. Wolff bought
this property and built a frame house north of the warehouse and opened a
barber shop in it. On the southwest corner of North and South Road and
Carondelet was a frame house owned by Mr. Gannon. South of it was a
shack. On Carondelet near Coleman was where Mr. Ruehl, Sr. lived and he
operated the “County Wachter”, a German paper. The “St. Louis County

Watchman”, operated by Mr. F. W. Rauchenstein, was across from the



























