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The Origins of the Martin F. and Cyrene C. Hanley Bedroom Set

The impressive set of furniture in Martin and Cyrene Hanley's
bedroom makes it a popular stop on tours and visits to the
Hanley House. I've recently uncovered more information
about the style and origins of these elaborate pieces. The
mahogany bedstead, chest of drawers, and washstand are
known fo have come from the family of the riverboat pilot
James Yore, husband of Jennie Hanley. Their children, Byrd
and Barbara Yore, were the last Hanley descendants to live
in the home before it was purchased and restored by the City
of Clayton in 1968. Because of their striking scale and ele-
gant floral decorations, the pieces were thought to be asso-
ciated with Prudent Mallard, a cabinetmaker and merchant
of fine goods on Royal Street in New Orleans from the 1840s
to the early 1870s. As it tumns out, the furniture is unlikely to
have come from the shop of Prudent Mallard because it ap-
pears to be carved by machinery using steam power - the
same technology that powered the ships of James Yore,
and those of his father, Captain Pat Yore, up and down the
Mississippi River.

The pieces feature a mix of the Rococo and Renaissance
Revival styles. Various revival styles, inspired by European
designs and architecture from earlier centuries, were popular
throughout the mid-19th century in the United States during
the height of Romanticism, a philosophy that encouraged a
return to the "simpler” times of the past. The Hanley House
itself was built in a Greek Revival style, which is seen in the
columns and pediments of the front and back porches, both
elements of ancient Greek temples. On the fumiture, the S-
and C-scrolls and the floral motifs at the top of the headboard
and mirror are features of the elegant Rococo Revival style,
which drew inspiration from the court of Louis XV. The mare
monumental base of the bed and the oval-shaped motif at
the top of the headboard and mirror are elements of the
Renaissance Revival style. This combination of styles was
very popular in the 1860s and 1870s in the Midwest, and

By Stephanie Ruse

pieces like these were produced in factories using steam-
powered machinery in cities like Grand Rapids and Cincinnati.

Because the ornamentation on the pieces was machine-
carved, they most likely did not come from the shop of
Prudent Mallard in New Orleans. At the time, Mallard was
selling furniture in a similar style, but with hand-carved and
even more elaborate decorations. Recent research indi-
cates that Mallard and other New Orleans shopkeepers
like Francois Seignouret were importing most of their goods
from Europe, rather than constructing the pieces them-
selves. Though many pieces were marked as manufac-
tured by Mallard, this simply meant that the imported pieces
were assembled and upholstered in his shop. The “egg”
motif at the top of the Hanley House furniture set, rumored
to be Prudent Mallard's signature design, is actually an
element of the Renaissance Revival style, and was used
by many manufacturers working in that style.

Though these pieces were likely to have been produced in
the Midwest or the Northeast, they still may have been pur-
chased in New Orleans. Captain Pat Yore made several
(continued on page 6)

Pictured at right is the dresser and
mirror located in the Martin F. and
Cyrene Hanley's bedroom. Below
is a detail of the mirror. All photos
for this article were taken by
Stephanie Ruse.
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Summer 2010 at the Historic Hanley House has been truly
exciting. The museum hosted lovely tours with the invaluable
help of volunteers and summer intern, Stephanie Ruse.

The herb garden bloomed with more than just herbs. Photographs &
at the bottom of this page display a few of the highlights from the
Hanley House garden. From left to right, the images show a tomato, §
white squash, okra, cayenne peppers, and beautiful calosia flow-

ers that have bloomed all summer long.
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The museum received two special gifts this summer. One gift is a blue
and white coverlet woven on a hand loom in Youngstown, Ohio and dated
1848. We are grateful for this special donation from Rita Harris whose
ancestor created the spread as a wedding gift. The donation, which you
will now find on display in the bedroom of Martin F. and Cyrene C. Hanley,
has a connection to St. Louis. This piece was entered and won first
prize at the Womens National Exposition in St. Louis in 1929. The
original, distinctive pattern and design are shown in a detailed photo
above. In addition, the museum received a large portrait of the Hanley
House painted by Dick Burg in 1988. The impressive painting was
donated to the museum by Mr. Burg’s relatives. We thank them
for this thoughtful contribution.

And lastly, through a continuation of the Parks Master Plan, &
the City of Clayton contracted with Planning Design Studio to
revisit Hanley Park within the context of the Parks Master Plan.
Through a series of meetings and public forums, Planning Design Studio :
solicited public input on possible enhancements to Hanley Park. The _ 38
group continues to work with the Parks and Recreation Commission |
to develop a final plan. Some proposed enhancements include the
addition of accessible walkways throughout the park and the construction o
of a comfort station that would include acessible restrooms. We are f
so fortunate and look forward to the opportunity to help make Hanley
Park more accessible to all that want to visit and share in our history.
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The Yores and the Hanleys,
A Special Tour of the Historic Hanley House

* This tour was originally presented on Saturday, July 17, 2010.

The summer at the Hanley House was filled with many memorable
moments. The special steamboat tour on July 17 examined the
Hanley family connection with the river. The tour was given from
the perspective of Martin F. Hanley's wife, Cyrene C. Hanley, and
their daughter, Jennie Yore. If you were unable to join us for the tour,
here are a few facts that you missed.

Cyrene Clemens Walton was born in St. Louis County on her family's
estate called Waltondale, Bom in 1819, Cyrene’s life coincided with
the life of the greatest American invention ever conceived: the Steam-
boat. Only two years before she was bom, the first Steamboat arrived
in St. Louis in 1817. On August 2, 1817, the Zebulon M. Pike, arrived
at St. Louis. It was smaller than most keelboats and had a small en-
gine supplemented by a crew using poles to push her along. It made
its trip from Louisville in 6 weeks only travelling during daylight. In
1819, the year that Cyrene was born, the steamboat, Independence,
became the first to navigate the Missouri river.

Life quickly changed for everyone along the Mississippi. The Hanley
family was certainly affected by this marvelous invention not only in the
goads that you will find within the museum but the family was also af-
fected in a very personal way. The family would need to thank the
Mississippi and her steam powered vessels for bringing Cyrene one of
her son-in-laws.

While New Orleans was number one in steamboat traffic, St. Louis was
second. In one year, (1841) according to St. Louis historian William B.
Faherty, St. Louis was reported to have had "186 steamboats land 1,928
times and discharge 263,681 tons of goods".

There is hardly a question that the steamboat was the greatest first in-
vention of the United States. But do many know who was ultimately re-
sponsible for its design? There were several men in the United States
competing to be the first to employ the steam engine to power ships up
stream. James Rumsey and John Fitch each attempted to win patents
for their similar designs but it was John Fitch that was the first to make
a successful trial run of his steamboat on the Delaware River in 1787.
Fitch was awarded a patent for his design in 1791.

Many of us are more familiar with the name Robert Fulton. Fulton built
his first boat after Fitch's death, but it was Fulton who became known
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Pictured above at left is Jim Yore, ca. 1868. At rightis pictured
Jennie (Hanley) Yore, ca. 1868.
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as the "father of steam navigation." Robert Fulton was accredited with
turning the steamboat into a commercial success.

On August 7, 1807, Robert Fulton's Clermont went from New York City
to Albany making history with a 150-mile trip taking 32 hours at an av-
erage speed of about 5 miles-per-hour.

In 1811, the "New Orleans" was built at Pittsburgh, designed by Robert
Fulton and Robert Livingston. The New Orleans had a passenger and
freight route on the lower Mississippi River.

By 1814, Robert Fulton together with Edward Livingston (the brother of
Robert Livingston), were offering regular steamboat and freight service
between New Orleans, Louisiana and Natchez, Mississippi. Their boats
traveled at the rates of eight miles per
hour downstream and three miles per
hour upstream.

Between 1814 and 1834, New Orleans
steamboat arrivals increased from 20
to 1200 a year.

By the 1830's Steamboats with larger
engines took approximately 12-14
days to go from New Orleans to St.
Louis. This was a big improvement
over keelboats which made the trip
in 90-100 days.

{continued on page 4)

Capt. Palrick Yore.
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(continued from page 3)

In 1834, Martin F. Hanley arrived in St. Louis County. When
touring the museum, you may notice a collection of shells dis-
played on the whatnot in the formal parlor room. The shells are
representative of a special steamboat trip taken by Martin F.
Hanley. Mr. Hanley travelled to California for the Gold Rush in
1849. After two years, Hanley returned to St. Louis County by
way of the Pacific Ocean. After crassing the Isthmus of Panama
and then arriving in New Qrleans, he boarded the famous Sultana
steamboat. He arrived in St. Louis on April 11, 1851.

When he returned he brought with him the many shells similar
to those that are on display in the museum. The family was for-
tunate that Mr. Hanley arrived safely. The Sultana burned in St.
Louis just a couple of months later on June 12, 1851. Once she
was rebuilt, the Sultana continued her travels until April 1865.
The steamboat, Sultana, left St. Louis for New Orleans. She took
on more passengers - Union soldiers - at Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Loaded with 2,400 passengers, the ship had intended its destin-
ations to be: Memphis; Cairo; and lastly, Jefferson Barracks.
Shortly after leaving Memphis, the Sultana exploded, killing more
than 1,800 passengers. This exceeds the number of the lives
lost on the Titanic and has become "America's worst maritime
disaster".

While the steamboat was a mode of transportation for most in the
mid-19th century, it was a way of life for others including one of the
daughters of Martin and Cyrene Hanley. Jennie was the 4th born
daughter to Martin and Cyrene. In 1868, Jennie married Jim Yore.
Jim was the son of a steamboat captain. Captain Patrick Yore was
born in Ireland in 1814. Pat Yore came to St. Louis at a very young
age and although he came with virtually nothing, he built an impres-
sive life for himself. At the time of his death in 1889, it was said that
Captain Yore amassed a fortune worth nearly $500,000. Jim Yore
followed his father and also became involved in the family business.
Although never acting as a captain, Jim had extensive experience on
the river serving as a Pilot. The knowledge that he acquired directly
from his father, served him well on the lower Mississippi.

Soon after they wed, Jennie joined Jim on the Steamer W. R. Arthur.

It could be frightening on the river, not only because of the risk of run-
ning a ground, exploding pipes, and fires, but in the case of a new wife
caring for an ailing husband on the river, it could be truly frightening.

In the following letter from the Hanley House Collection, Jennie de-
tails the troubles of a young wife on board a Mississippi steamer;

Atlantic and Mississippi Steamship Co.'s
Str. W. R. Arthur
Dec 20th 1868

Jim has been very sick he sent for a Dr but he did him no good.

He took ever so much quinine ....... When we reached here Friday
night the captain sent Jim a Dr who is doing him some good. He
called yesterday, was here this morning, he gave me some chloroform.

You ought to have seen me Thursday and Friday night. Jim spoke
of never getting well which frightened me very much | assure you. |
knew that he would not give up unless he was very sick so | could do
nothing but cry. | was alone with him away from his family and my own
so | did not know what to do. But | put my trust in God and prayed
that he might give me strength to bear all my worldly afflictions and to
make me resigned to His will whatever it might be. And thanks to
Providence who doeth all things well, he is so much better although
he is still in bed.

Jennie found the strength to care for her husband. Less than a year
following their journey on the W.R. Arthur, the steamer hit a log and

sank. Later, in January of 1871, the boilers exploded on the W. R.

Arthur. She had on board 1,000 tons of molasses and sugar and

1,066 bales of cotton — all lost. But more sadly, of the 75 cabin pas-
sengers and 20 crewmen on deck, 45 souls were lost. Fortunately,
neither Jim nor Jennie was on board when that tragic accident oc-
curred. By 1871, they found themselves on board another steamer.
the Mary E. Forsyth.

{continued on page 6)
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For KiDs

CAN YOU FIND THESE
OBJECTS HIDDEN IN

THE PICTURE?
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UMBRELLA
CANDLE

BIRD

HORSE

BOOK

PIECE OF CAKE
SAW

FISH

FRYING PAN

l1o. PENCIL
11. FEATHER
12. HAMMER

ANSWERS CAN BE

FOUND ON PAGE 6.

THE PICTURE IS TAKEN
FROM THE HANLEY
HOUSE COLORING BOOCK.
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