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“French Man Commenced Bording July the ninth at one dol and six bits per week.”

The Eight-Mile House on the Central Plank Road, by Sarah Umlauf
*The above quote is taken from the Martin F. Hanley Day Book, July 1850.

Taverns were the most common economic and social institutions
established in early America. A place for people to gather, share
news, a warm meal and a drink - taverns were essential to the

social fabric of a community. A tavern not only served as public
entertainment for neighbors but it also was a necessity for the

traveler in search of supper, overnight lodging, a stable to house a
weary horse, and a warm breakfast before continuing his journey.

Taverns were established along the newly constructed roads
throughout the young countryside. As farms were built on the
frontier, farmers also constructed dirt roads that they would use
to take their produce into town. Taverns were also established
for the journeymen that utilized these roads for trade and com-
merce. As night fell, a weary traveler would be in search of
shelter to protect him from the mosquitoes in the warm months
and the freezing cold in the winter months. Taverns served this
need for the traveler. Country taverns were no more elaborate
than a homestead but provided hospitable and professional ser-
vice. Numerous taverns were established in St. Louis County
and served not only the local farmers but also the journeymen
traveling overland between the Mississippi and the Missouri
Rivers. A common resting place for travelers between the rivers
was naturally in the middle of the journey. Central Township be-
came a regular stopping point on the overland route.

Around 1834, Martin F. Hanley travelled the overland route be-
tween the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers. On his journey, he
not only stopped in Central Township to rest, he put up stakes.
Hanley purchased 112.17 acres of land 8 miles west of the city
of St. Louis. The area where Hanley settled would come to be
called Mount Olive. Martin constructed a large house on his farm

as well as a blacksmith shop, wood shop, grocery and tavern.
This property was located on the Central Road. As one of the

prominent blacksmiths in the area, Hanley’s property would have

been a natural gathering place for local farmers in need of imple-
ments like plows, harrows and replacement parts for their machinery
as well as sundries like butter, tobacco, and clothing. In 1850, the

Federal Census lists 4 blacksmiths living in the Hanley household.

Business was certainly productive to require so many hands.

In the Martin F. Hanley Day Book, we find records supporting the

large amount of commercial transactions at Mount Olive. In ad-

dition to the long list of farmers purchasing plows and other farm-
ing implements, records show that Hanley was also selling plugs
of tobacco, shirts, pantaloons, and other clothing created by his
wife, Cyrene, and alcohol. The Hanley Day Book lists spirits like
hard cider, bitters and whisky. Often times, laborers hired by
Hanley would accrue bar bills that would be charged against them
at the end of their service. In July 1848, a laborer named Jack
Brion worked in the Hanley wood shop for $14 per month. In a

3 month time period, Jack accumulated a $7.00 bar bill. While
that is a large percentage of his pay, it was not as much as others
visiting Hanley's tavern. During that same time period, a man
named James boarded at the tavern and amassed a bar bill total-
ing $9.65 over approximately 2 months. Martin certainly helped
kept the whisky flowing in Central Township.

Whisky and hard cider would have been the drinks of choice
at Martin F. Hanley's tavern. Hanley was born in Virginia and

resided in Kentucky for almost a year on his journey westward
in 1833. His experiences in Virginia and Kentucky would have
surely impressed upon him the importance of whisky for one’s
health and its value as a commodity.

For the purpose of this article, the Scottish spelling of whisky is
used for that is the way that Hanley spelled whisky in his Day
Book. Both Irish and Americans spell the drink “whiskey.” From

(cont. on page 4)

Lockwood Tavern, Schroon Lake, NY. 1800s.
Early taverns on the countryside resembled farmsteads.
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