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Westward Migration and Settlement: Martin F. Hanley Came for the Land

Martin Franklin Hanley left his native land of Virginia,

moved westward and eventually relocated to the St.
Louis region in 1834 at the age of 20. He then

thoughtfully chose the best location to begin his work

and purchased property just off the Central Plank
Road in the Central Township of St. Louis County. It
is likely that Martin migrated west for the same
reasons that spurred thousands from their Virginia
home in the first half of the 19th century: new, fertile
land and all the opportunities that the untouched
earth had to offer. Martin did not move west to break
the soil, but to supply others with the means to
complete the heavy task.

Martin was not alone in his journey westward. Be-
fore Hanley left his native land, thousands of
Virginians forged the way. For the 1 million souls
leaving the Old Dominion, they needed a way to
get to wherever they were going. It is during these
migratory years that we see the development of
new roads and passageways across the frontier.
Emigrants could follow natural cattle trails, streams
and rivers but eventually their journey west neces-
sitated a passageway through the Appalachians.
The most well-known frontiersman to journey west
was arguably Daniel Boone. In 1775, Daniel Boone
blazed a trail through the Appalachians and used
the frontier road to make his way to Kentucky via
the Cumberland Gap. Daniel Boone popularized the
frontier road for hunting expeditions but soon was
using the road to guide settlement parties through
the Appalachian Mountains. Many Virginians utilized
the Wilderness Road to make their way to the fertile
lands of Kentucky. The later part of the 18th century
and the first half of the 19th century saw more than
a million people leaving Virginia and migrating to
destinations like the Carolinas, Ohio, Kentucky and
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Missouri. The Virginians that left were looking for new
land that was untouched and unspoiled. Virginia was
home to some of the most famous farming estates in
America including George Washington's Mount Vernon
and Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. The proud state
had created a southern gentry society that epitomized
the gentleman farmer. Virginia's land was rich in its
production of cash crops like tobacco and cotton. Un-
fortunately, the greed and ignorance of the landowners
caused a great agricultural depression. As noted by
Virginia agriculturalist Edmund Ruffin in his address on
“Production as Moral Imperative” of 1822: “Thousands
are pursuing the ruinous course...very few cultivate so
as alike to increase the natural resources of their own.”
Ruffin had noticed that, too often, the wealthy Virginian
farmer added to his total acreage and when one field
was destroyed by overuse, it was simply deserted for a
new one.
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